
Pathway to IOOS AC Recommendations

Work Plan Formation

● AC selects 2-3 topics 
of interest to include in 
their 3-year work plan

● Topics based on 
Committee interest  
and NOAA priorities

● Topics can be 
suggested by AC 
members or 
NOAA/IOOC 

Preparatory Working 
Groups (PWG)

● PWG for each work 
plan topic, with 3-5 
AC members each

● Identify PWG lead
● PWGs meet outside 

a public meeting (but 
IOOS staff must 
attend)

● Hear from NOAA or 
non-NOAA speakers, 
discuss topic, draft  
recommendations  

Present to Full AC

● PWG presents draft 
recommendations to 
full AC at public 
meeting

● Iterate draft 
recommendations 
and hold vote to 
approve  

Recommendations

● Recommendations 
submitted to 
NOAA/IOOC

● Formal response 
from NOAA/IOOS 
provided within 1 year 



Pathway to IOOS AC Recommendations 

Past Recommendations
2024
● Response to FY25 President’s Budget
● Work Plan Phase 2 - NOPP and Marine Life

2023
● Work Plan Phase 1 - Climate, DEIA, and New Blue Economy

General Information
● Recommendations should be about “why/what to do, not how to do it”
● Generally, recommendations are high-level and not about specific budget amounts
● NOAA can use recommendations for:

○ strategic direction guidance
○ program execution

https://cdn.ioos.noaa.gov/attachments/2024/IOOS%20FAC%20FY25%20PresBud%20Letter%20March2025%20Signed.pdf
https://cdn.ioos.noaa.gov/media/2024/04/2024-IOOS-AC-Work-Plan-Recommendations_Final.pdf
https://cdn.ioos.noaa.gov/media/2023/02/2023-IOOS-AC-Work-Plan-Recommendations_Final.pdf

