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IOOS Fall Meeting: November 29-30, La Jolla, CA

Hosted by SCCOOS

Agenda Highlights

● Advancing IRA project concepts
○ Water Levels & Waves
○ Ecosystem Change
○ Equitable Service Delivery

● Human Resources and Capacity

● Preparing for Strategic Communications 
(positive impacts of IRA $)

Next Meeting: March 12-13, 2024, Washington, D.C.



OSW Subcommittee

Support dialogue and collaboration on OSW engagement

● Meetings every ~2 months

● Joint session with PO & BOEM

● One-pager on benefits of partnering with IOOS RAs

● Conferences
○ Offshore Technology Conference, Houston, TX, May 2023 → 

Individual Presentations + Booth
○ Oceans 2023, Biloxi, MS, Sep 2023 → Panel Session + Booth
○ Ocean Sciences Meeting, New Orleans, LA, Feb 2024 → 

Abstract submitted
○ Oceantic Network International Partnering Forum, New 

Orleans, LA, Apr 2024 → panel proposal submitted



Marine Life

● NOPP Ocean Life Forum, Edgewater, MD, Aug 2023
○ Report: 

https://nopp.org/about-nopp/nopp-partnership-forums/

● Summit on Ocean Biodiversity, Washington, DC, Jan 2023
○ Chart the way forward toward actions that conserve, 

restore, and sustainably use the ocean's biodiversity and 
living resources

○ Ensure that we have and apply the knowledge of the 
changing status of ocean, coast, and Great Lakes 
biodiversity

● Request for Information (due Feb 28) 
○ Inform inform the development of a National Ocean 

Biodiversity Strategy
○ IOOS Association will submit a response

https://nopp.org/about-nopp/nopp-partnership-forums/


Appropriations at a glance

IOOS Regional line; Amounts in millions of dollars. IOOS Appropriations are tracked by ESP Advisors in a shared document

As of November 22, bills have not yet been considered by full chamber

56

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y1CsKQy2sUcp5spuw68ndPeJFMiP800IFecWYk6v_0w/edit?usp=sharing


Appropriations: FY24 

What’s next?

● Overall, IOOS faring well in draft bills
○ Senate = flat; FY23 enacted level
○ House = reduced to FY22 enacted level but not 

more than that

● CR passed to avoid CR at November 17 deadline
○ CJS funded at FY23 enacted levels to Feb 2

● House & Senate remain far apart in top line funding 
levels



Appropriations: FY25 Strategy

● Shift away from Repair & Prepare (FY23-24)

○ Celebrate success: BIL & IRA = $135M over 5 years → 
covers urgent needs of Repair & Prepare ($137M)

● Proposed strategic messaging for FY25

○ Lesson learned: Account for inflation and asset 
depreciation in annual requests

○ Model on requests that gained traction:

■ Flexibility → “highest priority needs of each 
region”

■ Tangible → concrete for appropriators and easily 
reported on, but also needed/equitable across 
regions



Appropriations: FY25 Strategy

● FY25 Request: $56M

○ $50M core funding

○ $6M for innovation, special projects, and competitive 
grants

● Considerations

○ Core + Projects = FY26 authorized level ($56M)

○ Regular inflation & asset depreciation in annual requests

○ Capacity & projects that are tangible and resonate with 
Congress and all/most RAs, e.g., HABs, marine life / 
ecosystem monitoring, water levels and waves.



Authorizations

Authorization bills anticipated this Congress → opportunities 
for input

● Weather Act Reauthorization

● Ocean Regional Opportunity and Innovation Act of 2023 
(Ocean ROI → clusters)

IOOS reauthorization (ICOOS / COORA) – FY25

● Commerce Committee requesting input; we’ve provided a 
couple of rounds of thought + ongoing discussion

● FAC Member (individual) thoughts?



Thank You


