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Vision for the IOOS 
Association

Increase impact through strategic initiatives & focus 
areas that align with policy priorities

Promote greater interagency participation in IOOS and 
strategic observing strategies that elevates and improves 
sustainability of the observing enterprise

Grow capacity to support collaboration across IOOS 
regions

Increase visibility through greater emphasis on a variety 
of communications

Participate in workforce development and other 
initiatives that meet IOOS DEIA mission & vision

→ Increase funding & opportunities for IOOS



IOOS Association Initiatives
Advancing Ocean Observing in Support of Policy Priorities

● Offshore Wind Committee
○ Share lessons learned; strategy for communication, 

interagency & energy sector engagement
○ Goal: to best position the IOOS regions for collaboration as 

OSW expands around the country

● Marine Carbon Dioxide Removal (mCDR)
○ NOPP proposal (UCAR led - not funded)
○ Goal: leverage IOOS for mCDR environmental baselines and impact monitoring

● National HAB Observing Network (NHABON)
○ Report language: FY20: $1M; FY21: $2.5M; FY22: $2.5M; FY23: $3M
○ Projects involving all 11 regions
○ Facilitate steering committee, implementation plan, cross-project 

communication, webinars



IOOS Association Initiatives: Marine Life

NOPP Ocean Life Forum (Aug 9-10, Edgewater, MD)

● IOOSA co-sponsoring
● Review the recommendations from the 2010 NOPP marine 

biodiversity workshop
● Recommend:

○ Foundational elements of a national marine biodiversity 
strategy

○ Steps necessary to establish enduring private-public 
partnerships

○ Community actions
● Forum will inform next step → High-Level Biodiversity 

Summit being planned for late 2023/early 2024.
● Goal: Develop a national strategy and implementation

plan for marine biodiversity science and stewardship



IOOS Association Initiatives: DEIA

DEIA Fellowship
○ Ashley Peiffer: January 2022-June 2023

Going forward: Build on Fellowship success
○ Resources compiled and available to RAs
○ Regional strategic goals input
○ New DEIA committee within IOOS Association

Mission & Vision (informal - developed in collaboration with AC)
Mission: Engage with diverse communities so that, together, observing systems are designed to 
provide equitable service delivery, tailored to meet the needs of each regional community and 
produce, integrate, and communicate high quality information that meets the safety, economic, and 
stewardship needs of the regions Nation. 

Vision: Solutions for root causes and barriers to equitable, inclusive, and accessible ocean observing 
systems are implemented. The workforce of the ocean observing community reflects the diversity of 
the nation, and all communities are empowered with the ocean and coastal information they need 
to make decisions that support lives and livelihoods.

Thank you 
Ashley!



IOOS Association Initiatives
Center for Blue Economy valuation study report is now 
online: www.ioosassociation.org/resources

Finding: The value of the IOOS regional observing 
system, conservatively, lies between $192 million and 
$233 million per year, creating an economic value 
approximately 5x greater than the current annual 
appropriation to the system.

Next steps…
Benefits of Ocean Observing Catalog

http://www.ioosassociation.org/resources


CARAID Award: March 21, Washington, D.C.

The word “Caraid” is a Scottish Gaelic word, meaning 
“care" or "love” and is pronounced like “courage.”

Dr. Ru Morrison was the first recipient and the 
inspiration for its creation – honors Ru’s  collaborative 
spirit and his love for his Scottish homeland. 

The attributes of Caraid - caring and the courage to 
do what matters - is what makes IOOS work.



IOOS Spring Meeting: March 21-23, Washington, D.C.

Agenda Highlights

● Coastal Resilience project ideas
● Equitable Service Delivery & DEIA
● Marine Life, including applied 

perspectives:
○ White House priorities (Ocean 

Climate Action Plan)
○ Offshore Wind
○ mCDR

● Hill Visits

Next Meeting: Nov 29-Dec 1, 2023, hosted by SCCOOS



Appropriations at a glance

IOOS Regional line; Amounts in millions of dollars

IOOS Appropriations are tracked by ESP Advisors in a shared document

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y1CsKQy2sUcp5spuw68ndPeJFMiP800IFecWYk6v_0w/edit?usp=sharing


FY24 Request: Year 2 of 5-year campaign

Core Regional Association Support: $50M

Infrastructure Repair and Modernization: $25.5

Innovation and Competitive Grants: $5M
OTT & COMT

Total IOOS Regional request: $80.5M

National Program Office: $13M based on FY23 
Request



FY24 Request: Key talking points

● IOOS is stakeholder driven, science-based, and supports multiple missions
● Priority is to ensure uninterrupted flow of data and information
● Distinction between Core funding, Infrastructure, and IRA:

○ Funding from BIL supports asset replacement and modernization, and we anticipate 
IRA funds will support development or provision of new services

○ Core services must be maintained as the backbone on which any new service or data 
collection can be leveraged

● Inflation (13% since January 2021):
○ Impacts to services – be prepared with concrete impacts!
○ Less buying power (labor, electricity, vendors/suppliers)

● Sustain the HAB pilot projects, which have demonstrated the potential of a national HAB 
observing and forecasting system and are at critical phase toward operational



FY24 Request: Dear Colleague Letter

Senate
● Leaders: Maria Cantwell (D-WA), 

Roger Wicker (R-MS)
● 29 signatures - 3 Republicans, 25 

Democrats, 1 Independent

House
● Leaders: Chellie Pingree (D-ME), Bill 

Posey (R-FL), Salud Carbajal (D-CA)
● 60 Signatures – 6 Republicans, 54 

Democrats



FY24 Request: Challenges Update

Debt Reduction & Balancing the Budget

● Debt Limit Deal → Fund FY24 at current levels; limit growth in FY25
○ House v. Senate interpretations
○ How this plays out in FY24 appropriations bills TBD
○ Expect flat or reduced funding

What can we do?

● BE PREPARED with concrete impact examples!
○ Make sure Approps subcommittees know what will be lost / consequences of decisions

● Make distinctions between funding bills / sources clear
○ Between what core funding supports v. IIJA v. IRA → not a zero-sum game!
○ Emphasize the sustainability / long-term aspects and the backbone against which all 

new services and capacities must be leveraged



Authorizations

Authorization bills anticipated this Congress → opportunities 
for input

● Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control 
Act (HABHRCA) reauthorization

● Weather Act Reauthorization
● Ocean Regional Opportunity and Innovation Act of 2023 

(Ocean ROI → clusters)
● NOAA Organic Act
● Others likely…

IOOS reauthorization (ICOOS / COORA) – FY25

● Commerce Committee requesting input now



Thank You
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