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Omnibus Public Lands Management Act 
of 2009 (PL 111-11) 

 
•Similar to IOOS 
• Establishes a national OE program; NOAA lead 
•Directs NOAA to explore 

• Includes other agencies 
• But, definition does not match other agencies’ missions 

•Directs NOAA to develop an OE Strategic Plan 
•Establishes an OEAB 
 

OEAB.NOAA.gov 



OEAB Boundaries 

Advise the Administrator on priority areas for 
survey/ discovery 

• Assist the OER in development of a 5 year plan 
Review (annually): proposal review process 
• Other assistance as Administrator requests 
 Comply with FACA rules 
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Administrator Requests 

• Focus first on the NOAA’s Office of Ocean 
Exploration and Research (OER) 
– OER = OKEANOS + OET + CI + ECS + Competitive Grants 

• Consider Administrator’s priorities: 
– OE support NOAA Line Office requirements 
– Exploration results must lead to “actionable 

environmental information” for NOAA clients 
– “New:”  Future OE paradigms? 

 



NOAA OE Program Funding 

• Approximate Funding: 
– FY 13:  $23.7M 
– FY 14:  $26.0M 
– FY15 :  $28.0M 
– FY16:   $32.0 million  (Presbudg = $19M) 
– FY17:   PresBudg = $19M 
– FY18:   already in early formulation 
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Communications with NOAA 

• Guidance from Chief Scientist initially in 2014 
• Met with Chief Scientist in January, March 
• Letters to Administrator 

– $$$ to match Congressional will 
– Areas to survey, especially NOAA Ship OkEx 
– FFO annual review 
– Finish ECS 
– When exploring … collect more data/samples 
– Coordinate science opportunities and NOAA needs 

• Comments on FY18 SGMs 
• Input to FY19 SGMs 
• NOAA Line Officers at OEAB in April 
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Value 

• Queuing:  for science expeditions and future 
observation programs 

 
• Characterization:   fisheries, marine minerals/pharma, 

tourism, MPAs and sanctuaries 
 

• National data:  navigation, national defense, claims 
 

   ------------------------- 
 

• NOAA :  Statutory national lead = a valuable  
         responsibility 
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Some Issues 

• Dedicated Exploration vessels … future paradigm 
• US EEZ  
• Funding base 
• Reauthorization (year behind IOOS) 
• Planning for “campaigns” with other agencies/partners 

– Preferred model … so far 
– IOOS, NOPP ? 

• Strategic Plan (now or next Administration?) 
• Syncing up:  Science opportunities and NOAA requirements 
• Next OE Forum (Oct 20-21 in NYC) 

 
Note:  Similar to IOOS 
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Back up 



NOAA OER Organization 

• Under Secretary of Commerce/NOAA Administrator 
–  Dr. Kathryn Sullivan 

• Chief Scientist  
– Dr. Rick Spinrad 

• Assistant Administrator for NOAA Research (OAR) 
– Mr. Craig McLean 

• Director, Ocean Exploration and Research (OER) 
– Dr. Alan Leonardi 

• OEAB DFO 
– Mr. David McKinnie 
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