
Josie Quintrell, Director
IOOS Association 

FAC Meeting
April 2017



IOOS Association
Observing our oceans, coasts and Great Lakes

Providing information to those who need it, when they need it 
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• Objectives:
• Advocacy 
• Common Issues 
• IOOS federal/non-

federal partnership
• Administration 
• Congress 
• National Partners

• Emerging Issues 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Add Barb and Mike Spranger’s picture -  Thanks to both ot them -  Particularly Barb who is on Ex Comm, on the glider task team and assiting with HABS
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Changes …  



FY 18 Budget “Skinny Budget” 

“Zeroes out $250M in targeted NOAA grants and programs 
supporting coastal and marine management, research, and 
education including Sea Grant, which primarily benefit 
industry and State and local stakeholders.   These programs 
are a lower priority than core functions maintained in the 
Budget such as surveys, charting and fisheries management”  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We don’t know what this means for IOOS.  Not mentioned in the WP article.  Our message is strong -  we deliver core functions BUT we are extra-mural and that makes us an easy target.   But, it is Congress who passes the budget.



Closing the Gaps: 5 yr Campaign

• Scalable campaign
• Tangible outcomes

• Align with Administration Priorities
• Filling targeted gaps in: 

• HR Radars
• Gliders 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
New approach 



US IOOS FY 17/FY 18 High Frequency Radar Request
$3.1 million to install 12 high frequency radar systems

Saving Lives off Florida’s 
Coast

Saving Millions in the 
Gulf of Mexico

Protecting Lives and Public 
Health in the Pacific Northwest 

Cleaning up the 
Great Lakes

2 radars needed 3 radars needed3 radars needed3 radars needed

2 remote radars needed

Safeguarding the Arctic Marine 
Highway



Appropriations

CR for FY 17 until April 28th $2M in House and Senate App Bills 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Year round activity -  work with congressional members through out the year -  Winter Hill visits -  often in March but starting to stagger the timing of it    OMB- NOAA- Congress 



FY 18 IOOS Request



HFR and Gliders



Gulf of Mexico Briefing 



More importantly….  

• Met with:  
– representatives of all Gulf States – FL, AL, LA, MS, TX
– Member meetings with Senators Shelby, Cochran, Wicker and Cassidy 

and Representatives Graves
– OMB,  Senate Appropriations Staff, House Appropriations Staff



Appropriations Support

HOUSE Dear Colleague Letters Circulating  

Rep Pingree (D-ME) and 
Carbajal (D-CA)

Rep Posey (R-FL) and Young 
(R-AK) 

43 Signatures
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Reauthorization 

Sen Cantwell
D- WA

Senators Wicker and 
Cantwell expected to 
reintroduce S 1886 this 
spring 

Weather Research and 
Forecasting Innovation Act of 
2017



RA Certification 

• 5 RAs certified!! 
– Congratulations to 

• PacIOOS, GLOS, MARACOOS, SCCOOS

• CariCOOS

• All others in process

• Opportunity to engage federal agencies
– Operational forecasting

– Regional data sharing

– Agency engagement 

– Fisheries- PacIOOS 

PacIOOS certified

GLOS submitted

All RAs Planning to submit this 
year

Opportunity to engage federal 
agencies

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who are these so-called stakeholders? You name it. We work with anyone. AOOS doesn’t support a particular agenda, we don’t provide decision recommendations. Our only goal is to help people find relevant information.



UPCOMING

• IOOS Strategic Plan
• Scenario planning - being prepared, making 

the case
• Administration meetings
• Year-round engagement

• Messaging IOOS
• Editorials

• Professional publications – MTS
• Local papers

• Congressional Briefings
• Senate Ocean Caucus - Innovation and 

Technology
• Navigation

• Strategic partners – NOIA, APA, Pilots



FAC Assistance Needed: 

• Opportunities in New Administration
• What is the IOOS Strategic Advantage
• What is our message? 
• Leadership meetings

• Interagency  Engagement 
• – why isn’t this working?  
• What message do we need?

• Leveraging Ocean Technology Transfer -
$3m    Mechanics of building a 
public/private partnership

• Ocean Obs ’19
• Advocates



Ocean Obs ‘19
Sept 16-20 2019 Honolulu  



Thank you



What to do
• Continue and redouble our efforts
• Congressional outreach is KEY
• Keep spotlight on Gulf, GCOOS and IOOS

– Press Releases - GCOOS excels
– Op Eds in local and regional papers
– Congressional outreach

• Help Barb!
• Users – Quotes, stories why GCOOS matters 
• Invite staff to see what you’re doing
• Keep them informed

– New project
– Deployments
– State of the Gulf



Honorary Directors 

21

Major opportunity for IOOS

Expand interagency 
engagement

BOEM/BESSE – link with 
offshore energy, need for 
regional assesment, regional 
data portals 

Admiral Gaffney,Norm Dicks,Admiral Lautenbacher
(ex officio), Scott Rayder

• Transition white paper 
• Identify strategic partners
• Champions for the IOOS enterprise
• Diversify membership
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Natural Resources Committee, 
Subcommittee on Water, Power and Oceans

House Reauthorization Bill:  HR 2744

Guinta R-NH1
Sablan R-MPO
Crenshaw R-FL4
Amata R- AS0
Clawson R-FL19
Jones R- NC3
Kilmer D- WA6
Larsen D-WA2
Lowenthal D- CA47
Peters D- CA 52

Young - Lead 

Sablan – Lead 
co-sponsor 

Davis D-CA53
Herrer Beutler R-
WA3
Bonamici D-OR10
Heck D-WA10
Pingree D-ME1 

Pierluisi D-PR0
Rooney R-FL 17
Rouzer R-NC 7
Thompson D-CA5
Bordolla D-GU0
Huffman D-CA2
Jolly R-FL13
Takai D-HI1
Honda D-CA17
Rohrabacher R-
CA48

25 Co-Sponsors – 14 D, 10R, 1  

Fleming – Ch
R-LA 4

Graves  
R-LA 6



IOOS Transition

• Complete the nation’s only network to track surface currents
• Fully fund the existing 5-year IOOS regional agreements to:

– Expand our ability to see underwater. 
– Bring observations inshore. 
– Enhance access to tailored information

• Spur technology innovation by expanding the IOOS Ocean 
Technology Transfer (OTT) program through public-private 
partnerships. Doubling this $5 million grant program w

• Address critical national needs, including:
– Create deep-water observing network in the Gulf of Mexico.  
– Develop baseline observing capacity in the Arctic.    

• Total Investment:  $10m/year (new) for 5 yrs



US IOOS FY 17 High Frequency Radar Request
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Saving Lives off Florida’s Coast

Protecting Lives and Public Health in the 
Pacific Northwest 

Cleaning up the Great Lakes

2 radars 
needed

3 radars 
needed

3 radars 
needed

Safeguarding the Arctic Marine Highway

2 remote radars 
needed



Closing the Gaps:  Port of LA/Long Beach Project

Challenge
• Very large tankers enter the Port of Long Beach
• How we can reduce the risk they touch bottom?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Channel dredged to 76 feet
Coast Guard COPT (Captain of the Port) sets maximum draft to enter port at 65’
That leaves 11’ clearance underkeel
With just one degree of pitch, there is a 9.6 inch increase in draft for a 1,100 foot tanker.


This anker is the same model as the Stena Vision. It because "famous" because  in June 2014, the ATC Oil Tanker rolled 10 degrees (21 ft peak waves it it broadside) at the entrance to the Long Beach Breakwater entrance.  The vessel had a 55 ft draft and is 160ft wide.  The roll increased the draft to at least 64 ft. The channel is currently dredged to 69 ft.  When all is said and done, the pilots think there was only a foot or two clearance on the bottom.  This was a BIG impetus in getting more accurate data (i.e. precision navigation). 

The Port of Long Beach, California, began a project in 2012 to develop an Under Keel Clearance (UKC) system using the software PROTIDE (PRObabilistic TIdal window DEtermination) developed by Charta Software in the Netherlands. This system is intended to support the safe and efficient transport of Ultra Large Crude Carriers (ULCC) in and out of the port.  
 
NOAA , in partnership with SCCOOS and others, has been supporting this project with high resolution hydrographic surveys, wave buoys, water levels, and the development of a new Nearshore Wave Prediction System (NWPS).  While this project only entails the build-out of the PROTIDE  system, NOAA plans to pursue a larger objective of creating a suite of harmonized data that can be used by mariners in support of precision navigation and decision support



Congressional Reauthorization Briefings

House Ocean Caucus Briefing: Feb 
2015

Senate Ocean Caucus Briefing: July 2015

Full House - Over 75 attendees at both 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Add Hill visits list frm GCOOS area??  



US IOOS FY 18 High Frequency Radar Request
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Saving Millions in the Gulf of Mexico
3 radars needed



GCOOS Senators 

Strange R- AL 
Shelby R-AL   Chair, CJS Approp.

Cochran R-MS  Chair, Approp. 
Wicker R-MS - Oceans,CG & Fisheries

Cassidy R-LA 
Kennedy R-LA  Approps.

Cornyn R-TX
Cruz R-TX

Rubio R-FL 
Nelson R-FL  



SGCOOS- Key House Members

Bryne,  R-AL
Aderholt R-AL  App
Roby R-AL App
Brooks R-AL
Palmer R-AL

Palazzo, R-MS  App

Graves, R -LA App
Scalise R-LA 

Curbelo R-FL
Christ D-FL-13
Ros-Lehtinen
Diaz-Balart R-FL
Posey R-FL
Buchanan R-FL
Rooney R-FL  App
Miller R-Fl
Webster R-FL
Wasserman Schultz D-FL  App 
Wilson D-FL
Murphy D-FL
Brown D-FL
Castor D-FL*
Hastings D-FL
Deutch D-FL
Graham D-FL 
Webster, R- FL 

Farenthold R-TX
Gohmert R-TX
McCaul R-TX
Conaway R-TX
Weber R-TX
Smith R-TX
Carter R-TX  App
Culberson R-TX App
Granger R-TX App
Cuellar D-TX 
Jackson Lee D-TX
Vela D-TX

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Figure out who is up for re-election
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